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THE BRIDGE PROJECT PRESENTS  

Dancing Around Race  
Public Gathering 

Featuring Gerald Casel and Aruna D’Souza 
 

September 20, 2018, 7 PM 
 

 
 

 
Photo of Gerald Casel by Robbie Sweeney. Courtesy of Gerald Casel.   

 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA, May 12, 2018 -- On September 20, 2018, HMD presents a Dancing Around 
Race Public  Gathering  featuring choreographer Gerald Casel and Aruna D’Souza, author of 
Whitewalling: Art, Race & Protest in 3 Acts.  This public event, part of The Bridge Project’s 2018 
Community Engagement Residency (CER) led by Casel, will offer the public a chance to hear 
Casel and D’Souza speak, as well as the opportunity to engage in a moderated dialogue about 
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equity in the arts with members of the artist cohort for Dancing Around Race: Raissa Simpson, 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, Sammay Dizon, Yayoi Kambara and David Herrera.  
 
This year’s CER Lead Artist Gerald Casel describes his work as “complicating and provoking 
questions surrounding colonialism, cultural amnesia, whiteness and privilege, and the 
tensions between the invisible/perceived/obvious structures of power.” In Casel’s words,  the 
Dancing Around Race project asks  “how our work as artists functions in society and how the 
communities we engage with are considered, internalized, and reflected through our 
work...We will address systems of support, power and privilege, race and colorblind racial 
ideology, issues and problems around diversity, resilience and sustainability, and more.” 
 
These gatherings are held in the spirit of long table discussions. In the words of Eva Yaa 
Asantewaa: 

 
A Long Table conversation--as first conceived by theater artist Lois Weaver--is 
initiated by an invited core group of participants who "set the table" with food for 
thought, but it is open, throughout, to other folks, sitting around the perimeter, who 
can come up and take seats at the table to share their experiences, ideas, questions 
and insights in a non-hierarchical, non-panel/Q&A setting. They are not so much 
"audience members" as a listening and contributing community. 

 
In this spirit, guests to the gathering are invited to bring a snack or food item to share. 
 
This event is free and open to the public, but reservations are required. Reserve tickets. 
 
Following this event, the CER will host a second Gathering on October 26 at 9:30 AM at the Joe 
Goode Annex featuring Barbara Bryan, Executive Director of Movement Research (NYC) and a 
final Gathering on February 28 at 7 PM at 518 Valencia featuring Thomas DeFrantz, professor 
in the departments of African and African-American Studies and Dance at Duke University. 
These events will be free and open to the public, but registration is required. 
 
Funding for the 2018 CER comes from the Center for Cultural Innovation's "Investing in 
Tomorrow" grant, California Arts Council, the San Francisco Arts Commission and generous 
individual donors.  HMD's 2018 programs are sponsored by the Joe Goode Annex.  
 
 
ABOUT LEAD ARTIST GERALD CASEL 
 
The Bridge Project’s 2017 Community Engagement Residency Lead Artist Gerald Casel.  
Philippine-born Casel was raised in California where he began dancing in public school. His 
choreographic work complicates and provokes questions surrounding colonialism, cultural 
amnesia, whiteness and privilege, and the tensions between the invisible/perceived/obvious 
structures of power. As a teacher, he employs somatics as a way to amplify knowledge 
production through movement and by identifying and undoing coded systems of dance 
training that privilege Eurocentric canons and aesthetics. A graduate of The Juilliard School, 
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he received an MFA from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Casel danced in the 
companies of Michael Clark, Stanley Love, Zvi Gotheiner, Sungsoo Ahn, Lar Lubovitch, and 
Stephen Petronio. Casel was awarded a ‘Bessie’ New York Dance and Performance Award for 
Sustained Achievement. Casel is an Associate Professor of dance and Associate Chair of 
Theater Arts at University of California, Santa Cruz. Since 1998, he has directed 
GERALDCASELDANCE. He was a Yerba Buena Center for the Arts Fellow in 2016, a Hellman 
Fellow in 2015 and is a Resident Artist at ODC (2015-2018). Future projects include 
collaborations with Netta Yerushalmy and bringing ten U.C. Santa Cruz students to Camping 
at Centre National de la Danse, Pantin. http://www.geraldcasel.com 
 
 
ABOUT GUEST SPEAKER ARUNA D’SOUZA 
 
Aruna D'Souza, Guest Speaker at the Dancing Around Race Community Engagement Forum, 
writes about modern and contemporary art; intersectional feminisms and other forms of 
politics; and how museums shape our views of each other and the world. Her work appears 
regularly in 4Columns.org , where she is a member of the editorial advisory board, and has 
been published as well in The Wall Street Journal, Art News, Garage, Bookforum, Momus, Art in 
America, and Art Practical, among other places. Her book, Whitewalling: Art, Race, and Protest 
in 3 Acts will be published by Badlands Unlimited in May 2018. She is also editor of the 
forthcoming volume Making It Modern: A Linda Nochlin Reader, coming out from Thames & 
Hudson. 
 
ABOUT BRIDGE PROJECT DIRECTOR HOPE MOHR 
 
Hope Mohr, Artistic Director of The Bridge Project, is a choreographer, curator and writer. She 
trained at S.F. Ballet School and on scholarship at the Merce Cunningham and Trisha Brown 
Studios in New York City. She performed in the companies of dance pioneers Lucinda Childs 
and Trisha Brown. Passionate about pursuing both community organizing and dance, Mohr 
earned a J.D. from Columbia Law School, where she was a Columbia Human Rights Fellow. In 
2007, Mohr returned to San Francisco to establish Hope Mohr Dance to create, present and 
foster outstanding art at the intersection of the body and the brain. Mohr has held artist 
residencies at Stanford Arts Institute, ODC Theater, Montalvo Arts Center, and the 
Interdisciplinary Laboratory for Art, Nature and Dance. She was named to the YBCA 100 in 
2015 and was a 2016 Fellow at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. She recently held open 
rehearsals at SFMOMA as part of painter Liam Everett's SECA Award exhibit; her conversation 
with Everett on practice was published in Liam Everett: Without an Audience . Mohr’s essay, 
“ Choreographic Transmission in an Expanded Field: Reflections on Ten Artists Respond to Trisha 
Brown’s Locus,” is forthcoming in TDR/The Drama Review.  In 2014, Dance Magazine 
editor-in-chief Wendy Perron named Mohr as one of the “women leaders” in the dance field. 
HMD is currently a company in residence at ODC Theater.  
 
ABOUT HMD’S BRIDGE PROJECT 
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"The Bridge Project is a small ray of hope in a troubled world. Creating spaces for debate, 
dissent, connection and collaboration, the Bridge Project offers a model for how to build arts 
community."   
 --Jack Halberstam  (Columbia University Professor of English and Comparative Literature, 
Author of The Queer Art of Failure, Featured Participant in 2017 Bridge Project: Radical 
Movements) 
 
The mission of Hope Mohr Dance is to create, present and foster outstanding contemporary 
dance at the intersection of critical thinking and the body. The Bridge Project approaches 
curating as a form of community organizing to facilitate cultural conversations that cross 
discipline, geography, and perspective. HMD's Bridge Project “fills a critical gap in the artistic 
and intellectual life of the Bay Area dance community by honoring the past and giving context 
to the present through its remarkable annual series of guest artists and events” (Stanford 
Professor of Theater and Performance Studies Janice Ross). Since its inception in 2010, The 
Bridge Project has presented over 50 artists and thinkers in its acclaimed programs, which 
include: 
 

● Teaching Artist Series  
● Community Engagement Residency  
● Multidisciplinary Performance 

 
The purposes of the Bridge Project are to: 
 

● Create an intellectual commons for artists; 
● Promote alliances among artists; 
● Facilitate alliances among artists and activists in the struggle toward equity. 

 
The Bridge Project’s track record of presenting high-caliber artists has raised HMD’s profile as 
a company that does more than present the work of one artistic director, but rather serves as 
a hub for artistic exchange. Past Bridge Project artists and thinkers include Judith Butler, 
Miguel Gutierrez, Jeanine Durning, Simone Forti, Liz Gerring, Anna Halprin, Deborah Hay, 
Diane Madden, Alva Noë, Chrysa Parkinson, Susan Rethorst, Michèle Steinwald, Dusan Tynek 
and Molissa Fenley.  For more information visit hopemohr.org. 
 
ABOUT THE COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT RESIDENCY 
 
In 2017, HMD’s Bridge Project created a new program, the Community Engagement 
Residency (CER), to provide sanctuary and opportunity for artists who identify as coming 
from the margins.  The Community Engagement Residency extends HMD’s deep commitment 
to supporting Bay Area artists.  Core values of the residency are artist autonomy and 
flexibility, the intersection of art making and activism, and building community among 
artists. From its inception, The Bridge Project has had a focus on lineage. The Community 
Engagement Residency cultivates a different kind of lineage—the lateral lines of influence 
that sustain creative community. The 2017 CER Lead Artist was Julie Tolentino; the 2018 CER 
Lead Artist is Gerald Casel. 
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FACT SHEET 

WHAT : 
HMD’s Bridge Project presents the Dancing Around Race Public Gathering featuring Gerald 
Casel and Aruna D’Souza.  
 
WHEN : 
September 20, 2018 
7PM 
 
WHERE : 
Humanist Hall 
390 27th Street 
Oakland, CA 94612 
 
TICKETS : 
Free 
Reservation required. Register here .  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
hopemohr.org 
For all press inquiries please contact Bhumi B Patel at programs@hopemohr.org. 
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