COMPANY PROFILE

“Rigorously crafted…unusually satisfying.”  -S.F. Bay Guardian 

Celebrating its fifth home season, HMD has quickly gained recognition as one of the leading new modern dance companies in the Bay Area, known for its risk-taking, rigorously crafted, and emotionally resonant performances, as well as collaborations with a wide range of prominent artists. 

The mission of Hope Mohr Dance (HMD) is to create and foster transformative dance. The company’s philosophy is integrity, possibility, and excellence. Hope Mohr founded her company in 2007 after a long performance career with several pioneers of modern dance including Trisha Brown, Lucinda Childs, Douglas Dunn, and Margaret Jenkins.  Mohr was born and raised in San Francisco, and trained at San Francisco Ballet.  Mohr returned to her native Bay Area to found a company that upholds the highest standards of artistic excellence.  

The S.F. Examiner has described Mohr’s work as “like Zen calligraphy” and “humanistic.” Mohr makes dances to articulate personal experience into a form that transcends it.  She abstracts issue-driven content down to its essential truths.  In a style that is fluid, linear and economical, Mohr’s movement blends pedestrian, modern and classical forms to create “a unique and exquisite aesthetic” (Daily Californian). 

HMD’s education and performance programs serve San Francisco, the East Bay and the South Bay. The company has a regular home season at Z Space and appears in festivals year-round, including the S.F. International Arts Festival, West Wave Festival, Central Market Arts Festival, Mission Creek Music and Arts Festival, Dance IS, Bare Bones, The Garage’s Summer Performance Festival and RAWdance’s Salon Series.  HMD was presented by Montalvo Arts Center’s New Directions series in 2010. 

In keeping with HMD’s mission to not only create, but also to foster outstanding dance, 2011 is the third year of HMD’s Bridge Project, which brings notable choreographers to the Bay Area to enrich the cultural landscape. Carving out a niche as both a curatorial and creative force, HMD hosts Bridge choreographers as part of its annual home season. Past and current Bridge artists  include Molissa Fenley, Yvonne Rainer, Liz Gerring and Dušan Týnek. 

Recent HMD accomplishments include Mohr’s nomination in 2010 for an Isadora Duncan Dance Award (“Izzie”) along with collaborator Brenda Hillman for their original text for Mohr’s Far From Perfect.  (Both works on the March program feature original text by Mohr). In 2010 Mohr was an Irvine Fellow at the Sally and Don Lucas Artist residency program at Montalvo Arts Center.  Mohr was a 2009 grantee in the Choreographers in Mentorship Exchange (CHIME) program along with mentor Molissa Fenley. The company has also received support from Theatre Bay Area, the Zellerbach Family Foundation, the Ford Foundation Employee Match Program, and the AT&T Cultural Matching Grant Program. 

HMD also supports Mohr’s teaching of dance technique to professionals and creative movement to diverse populations, including cancer patients and veterans. The 2010 project with military veterans, The Unsayable, changed lives. By including veterans as artistic collaborators in the choreographic process, it had a major impact in the veteran community.  

