ARTISTIC DIRECTOR PROFILE

HOPE MOHR (Choreographer, Dancer, Artistic Director) established Hope Mohr Dance in 2007 after a long performance career.  She trained at San Francisco Ballet School and on scholarship at the Merce Cunningham and Trisha Brown studios.  She discovered modern dance as an undergraduate at Stanford, and went on to perform in the companies of Trisha Brown, Lucinda Childs, Douglass Dunn, Margaret Jenkins and Della Davidson. While in the Trisha Brown Dance Company, Mohr performed throughout the world, including appearances at Lincoln Center, Sadler’s Wells, the Seoul Performing Arts Festival, La Monnaie in Belgium, and throughout France and Italy.  Prior to joining the Trisha Brown Dance Company, Mohr performed with the Lucinda Childs Dance Company for its 25th Anniversary Season, during which she performed in Lisbon, Palermo, the Montpellier Dance Festival, the Vienna Tanz Festival, at the Theatre de la Ville in Paris and the Brooklyn Academy of Music.  Mohr also danced as a freelance artist in New York with Liz Gerring, Trajal Herrell, Pat Catterson and Mimi Garrard.  

Mohr made her choreographic debut in 1994 in the ODC Pilot Series and since then has presented her choreography on both coasts—in New York City at Judson Church, the Merce Cunningham Studio, the Construction Company, and The Stable—and in the Bay Area at a variety of venues, including Dance Mission Theater and Theater Artaud.   She has been commissioned and presented by the Montalvo Arts Center.  She has been commissioned to make four works for Stanford University, one of which appeared in the American College Dance Festival.  

In 2005, Mohr assisted Lucinda Childs in Dr. Atomic for S.F. Opera. In 2006, Hope was the first artist-in-residence with the Interdisciplinary Laboratory for Art, Nature and Dance in New York City, where she collaborated with sound artist Michelle Nagai to develop The Language of the Listening Body, a performance project that investigates listening and moving in the environment. Her article about her Listening Body work was published in Women & Performance: a journal of feminist theory. She was a 2009 grantee in the Choreographers in Mentorship Exchange Program with mentor Molissa Fenley. She was a 2010 Irvine Fellow in the Lucas Artist Residency Program at the Montalvo Arts Center.  In 2010, Mohr was nominated for an Isadora Duncan Dance Award with poet Brenda Hillman for their original text for Mohr’s Far From Perfect.  

Hope has taught modern dance at the Trisha Brown Studio, London School of Contemporary Dance, P.A.R.T.S. in Brussels, Dancers' Group Summer Intensive Series, ODC Dance Commons, Mills College, Stanford University, and Shawl-Anderson in Berkeley.  She has also taught creative movement at Breast Cancer Connections, California Cancer Care, and the Palo Alto VA Hospital. 

Hope has long pursued dance and social justice in tandem.  In 1995, Hope founded Gardens for Survivors in Los Angeles, which continues to create and sustain gardens in shelters. In 2001, while dancing professionally, she completed her J.D. at Columbia Law School where she was the recipient of the Alfred S. Forsyth Award in Environmental Law, a Revson Human Rights Fellowship, and a Columbia Human Rights Fellowship.   

